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Re Suppart for the Consensus Plan for 800 Mz Realignment Ex Parte,

WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Darteh:

The State of New York operates an 800 MHz trunkad radio system
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critical public safety communications for police, fire and ememency personnal. We are
actively following this vital proceeding for public safety and request that aur views be

considersd.

First responders in Now York Stale and across the Nation are increasingly al nsk

hecause thair public satety radio communications are vulnerable to interfercnce from

cellular phones. As cellutar usage increasas, the risk of garbled or biocked
and other public safety commurnications iNcreasces First respondors als

police, fire

o urgently need

more 800 MHZz spectrum lo have “interoperaple” communications among police and
firefighters and among neghboring jurisdictions. Fortunately, & solution is available

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus Plan” thal
would address cellularfpubllic sately radio interfercnce problems and provide more ot

ther spectrum that first responders urgently need for raacio cOMmmunc

ations. We support

the Consensus Plan along with the Assgciation of Public-Safety Communications
Officials-internatianal, Inc., the International Assocation of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and
International Municipal Signal Assocation, the International Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Major Cities Chiets Association, the Major County Sherilfs’ Association, and
the National Sheriffs’ Association. The FCC musf adopt Lhe: Consensus Plan
expoditiously in its public safety spectrim rulemaking. WT Dockel No. 02 55.

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-lerm solution to existing public
satety radio problems. The Plan provides @ comprehensive solution that addresses
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interforance to public satety systems, allocates additional spectrum for public satety
needs, provides private funding to compensate licensens that may need to relocate to
new channels as lhe rasull of the Plan, and ensures (hat all affected licensees FRooive
equivalent replacemant spectrum as parl of the specirum SWaps called for by the
Consensus Plan.

Other proposals thal have bean made to the FGG fall far short and must be
rejacted The UTCloellular “nian” ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-casa, after the-fact solutions could be found
nnece interference manifests itself Responding only afier-the-faci to the problems
affecting time-critical public safaty services is not acceptable, since a single interderance
incidant can jeopardize tho lives of pmergency personnel and the cilizens thay sernve

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1834, provides that the FCC is to
“promatfe] satety of life: and property through the use of wira and radio commumncation.”
The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective. It has been over
sixiaen months since the FCC began its public satety spectrum proceeding and over
ane year since the Consensus Plan was submitted. Supporters of the Consensus Plan
have recently addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan.
There is no reason for the FCC o posipone aclion any fuher.

We umge Ihe FCC 1o resolve the issues facng the public sately community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

W uly yours,

| fo M. dﬂ’-'gﬁe i

Dale M. Volker

Ce Senator Chares Schumer
Sonator Hillary Rodham Clinton



